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La Bataille des Vins

Description

The Battle of the Wines (French- La Bataille des Vins), sometimes also called as 4??The Battle of the
Blendsa?? was a notable poem written by Henry da??Andeli in 1224 and tells the story of a famous
Wine tasting organized by the French king Philip Augustus.

LA BATAILLE DES VINS
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OLEZ oir une grant fable
Quil avint I'autrier fus la table
PR Au bon ol qui ot non Phelippe,
perhsra, (ui volentiers moilloit fa pipe
i Tiu bon vin qui efloit du blane.

11 12 fenti gennl & franc,

Si be clamoit fon ameor.

Por le bien & por In dougor

CQue 1 vins avoit dedenz foi,
w Li rois en bot fanz avoir fod,

Li rais qui eft cortois & fages

Manda a weftoz fes meffages

Ju'il alaiffent le meillor querre

Qu'il trovaifent en nule terre.

The Battle of Wines
A poem by Henry da??Andeli in 1224

Over 70 samples from France and across Europe, including Cyprus, Spain and the Mosel region were
tasted and judged by an English priest.

The priest classified the wines he tasted as either Celebrated for those which pleased him or
Excommunicated for those that did not meet his standards. In the end a sweet wine from Cyprus

(widely believed to be Commandaria) won the overall tasting and was awarded the supreme title of
Apostle.
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Cover Picture : La Revue du Vin de France
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